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ANYONE FOR GROUP ACTION 'l'l'l
-We are a small, proud Gay & Lesbian group
looking for active stimulation. We meet discreetly
on Tuesday nights, come prepared to take off your
"gloves" and get into the action.
"Safest" sex practiced nightly. Heavy passion
. encouraged. New and exciting "positions" explored.
You must love to give - the.more the merrier. No
prior experience required ·~ ·(Newcomers will be
shown the ropes).
WEARE INTO:
S & M - (Stamping and Mailing)
B & D - (Brainwork and Distribution)
C & G - (Communication and Graphics)
For funtimes ... friendship·- and more-· Respond
V-0lunteer
immediately to OUR PAPER ,
Coordinator, PO Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104. ·
WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP!
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• Bangor Daily Makes News_

• Portlanders Plan Film Fest
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Our Paper
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Maine 04104

Our Paper received the following copy
of a letter:
PURPOSE

June 28, 1989
Cleve Jones, Executive Director
NAMES PROJECT
PO Box 14573
San Francisco CA 94114
Dear Mr. Jones:
I am writing to you in an attempt to
initiate a community dialogue about the
policy of the Names Project regarding
separating " politics" from the AIDS
Memorial Quilt. I would like to express my
concerns about how this policy was implemented in Portland, Maine on May 25,
1989.
As a lesbian, community activist, and
AIDS educator, and a physician treating
people with HIV infection, it was with
grief, sadness, hope and a need for healing
that I attended the opening ceremonies of
the Quilt in Portland. I stood at the edge,
viewing from afar, the panels of friends,
patients, and many others, _whose living
and dying I had not known. The loss of
these people was coupled for me that day
with many personal struggles and with the
painful defeat of the Gay and Lesbian Civil
Rights bill whiohl we/ in Maine, had just
suffered that week. As I tried to piece
together these thoughts and feelings, my
tears began to flow from places in me that
I could not quite identify.
Then, Diane Elze, the President of Maine
Lesbian and Gay Political Alliance, and a
case manager at the AIDS Project, started
to speak. She eloquently began to weave
together those pieces: The pain and
struggles of people living and dying with
AIDS, the work to educate the sometimes
hostile community, the fight to obtain civil
rights and protection for gay men and lesbians, and the personal losses we experience and the risks we take every day to
accomplish these tasks. As Diane spoke,
the healing experience of the Quilt began to
come together for me until she was rudely
interrupted. One of the Quilt monitors had
asked the onlookers to begin walking among
the panels before Diane finished speaking.
This was clearly an attempt not only to dis-tract the audience from her words, but to
trash her ideas as "too political," and as
somehow detracting from the "true" meaning of the AIDS Quilt. As the crowd began
to disperse among the panels, and the noise
level grew, it became nearly impossible to
hear the end of Diane's speech, or the
words of the next speaker, Bruce Fritz.
Bruce, a person living with AIDS, is
involved in the struggle for community
education and the fight for civil rights
while he is also fighting for his life. Both
Bruce and Diane understand quite clearly
the connection between fighting and the
AIDS epidemic in this society as gay men
and lesbians, women, people of color, disabled people, elderly people, poor people,
and people living and dying with AIDS.
All of us in the AIDS movement face the
continuous -task of understanding and
making these connections. If not, we perpetuate a system of values that helped
create the AIDS crisis in the first place.

\

Our Paper is published monthly by the
Our Paper collective, P.O. Box 10744.
Portland, Maine 04104. The purpose of
Our Paper · is to serve as a voice for
lesbians and gay men in Maine. We wish·
the newspaper to be a source of information, support and affirmation. and a vehicle
for celebration. by and for members of the
lesbian and gay men's communities. We
want the paper to reflect our diversity as
well.

No one "owns" AIDS, not the gay
~ommunity, not the black and Hispanic
communities, not the IV drug users, nor the
hemophiliacs. Neither does the NAMES
Project. We in Maine don ' t have the luxury
of dividing our efforts between fighting
AIDS and fighting discrimination. I have
enclosed a ''Letter to the Editor" which
appeared in my local newspaper after the
Quilt came to Maine to illustrate the nature
of our task here. Your policy regarding
separating "politics" from the Quilt, and
your censorship of our local activists and
our local issues serves to dishonor those
living and dying with AIDS, which I know
is not your purpose.
I left the Quilt that evening feeling
saddened, angry, and conflicted. My initial reaction was to reject the Names Project as reactionary, narrow,-minded,and selfserving, but I began to realize that I need
the Quilt for the healing memorial that it is.
I am writing this letter to try to re-connect
the pieces for myself. I hope you can listen
to my concerns because they come from
the same place as yours - the struggle to
battle despair, encourage diversity, and
create hope in the face of our crisis. Please
consider this and reconsider your policies.
Sincerely,
Karen Kalustian, MD
RFD 1, Box 1230
Winthrop ME 04364

The following letter appeared in the
Kennebec Journal on June 2, 1989 and was
sent to Our Paper by Karen Kalustian, MD:
AIDS QUILT AN INSULT
To the Editor:
I deeply and irrevocably resent the glorification of the AIDS quilt. It represents,
for the most part, illicit sexual activity,
having fun at the expense of others, exposing innocent health care workers and children; causing much suffering, disgrace,
and horrible deaths.
Right now this quilt is being literally
venerated as a monument t_o sin. A large
number of those who have died brought it
on themselves by their continuous use of
needles and exposing others just for their
own selfish pleasures. Why are their deaths
being venerated?
Our upstanding men and women in the
military never received such honors. Even
the pathetically small flags on their graves
are frequently stolen and desecrated.
I am appalled _and angry that such a
thing is happening in this country. If you
like to sew, make a quilt for the poor who
have no place to sleep tonight.
Priscilla M. Cyr
Augusta

continued on page 3

EDITORIAL POLICY

-

We will consider for publication any
material that broadens our understanding
of our lifestyles and of each other. Views
and opinions appearing in the paper are
those of the authors only.
We request that all material submitted
by signed and include an address and/or
phone number.
We reserve the right to edit unsigned
material as necessary. Within the pages of
the newspaper, articles can appear anonymously, upon request, and strict confidentiality will be observed.
Even though our editorials are initialed,
they represent the opinion of all_ collective
members.
We welcome and encourage all our
readers to submit material for publication
and to share your comments, criticisms and
positive feelings with us, Remember, Our
Paper is Your Paper!!

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions are $12 for one year ( 12
issues), $20 for two years, and $25 for
three years. Make checks payable to Our
Paper.
·
ADVERTISING SALESPERSON
Charles Dwyer

jTHE COLLECTIVE)
.Business Manager
- Diane Matthews
News Coordinator
Eric Gordon
Features Coordinator
Steve Burr
Arts and Entertainment Coordinator
(open for volunteer)
Advertising Coordinator
Tim Grover and Diane Matthews
Distribution and
~ubscription Coordinators
Dawn Patterson
Michael Stickney
_ Graphics and Design Coordinator
Tim Grover
Diane Matthews
CONTRIBUTORS
Holly Valero
Eric Gordon
Smythlen Wolfe
Harry Gordon
Sydonie Fagan
Daniel Lessard
Rob Gorsltne
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Cover by Tim \Jrover

-

Deadlines for September Issue
- Articles, Announcements, Calendar:
August 15
- Advertising, Camera Ready: August
22
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Farewell
News and Views From the Penobscot -,Valley and Around
by Rob Gorsline
I spent the time between 4:00 and 4:30
p.m. on Tuesday, July 11 sitting in my car
in the Bangor YMCA parking lot. Ordi- ·
narily, I do not spend much time sitting in
my car in parking lots, but this parking session was special. I sat in my car to listen to
the first broadcast of "This Way Out," the
syndicated lesbian and gay radio news- ·
magazine carried by WERU-FM in Blue
Hill Falls.
Earlier in the day I had eaten hurried
lunch. That way I could use the rest ofmy
lunch break later in the afternoon to listen
to WERU. The YMCA parking lot was not
my first choice of a hstening post; my
office inside the YMCA would have been
more convenient. However, WERU's signal does not penetrate the walls of the
Bangor YMCA building. Fortunately, the
waves of sound from Blue Hill Falls carry
quite adequately into the parking lot. Thus,
I plan to eat a fast lunch every Tuesday so
that at 4:00 p.m. I can spend 30 minutes in
my car listening to news I never hear anywhere else.

a

Going out to the parking lot to listen to
iesbian/gay raJio expresses my relationship with the YMCA quite well. My
employer may be like yours: it's more or
less alright ifl'm gay, as long as I don'ttalk
about it (which means not even a vague
reference). There is irony, and thus deeper
truth, revealed in the simple physical fact
that the YMCA building blocks reception
of the WERU signal which would bring me
and my co-workers news of the wider
lesbian and gay world.
On July 11, I felt a little like I imagine
news-hungry Eastern Europeans or Chinese people feel when the BCC or Voice of
America or Radio Free Europe gets through
the jamming signals and they are able to
hear what those in authority work so hard
to deny even exists: another viewpoint. In
this sense, listening to "This Way Out" is
an act of resistance - especially when we
realize that our news counts for so little
among those who think their news is all the
news there is.
Perhaps lhe title of the program, "This

I ~

continued from page 2

July 13, 1989 '
To Whom It May Concern:
This note is in response to ads which I
have noticed in various papers. I would
like to know more about your offer.
I have so many questions and virtually
nowhere to tum for answers. I am certain
others have simiiar questions - like, am I?
now what? How do I know? How do I
know about others? Who can I-or cannottrust? Where do I go to mee't people? What
if while I'm finding out, someone else
finds out I'm in, shaH we say, flux?
Please se11d me any information you
have whieh migtit be helpful.
Sincerely,
Name withheld.
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Les Myers, station manager, MPBN
65 Texas Ave., Bangor ME 04401
Dear Les Myers:
I have just read, in the July 1989 Our
Paper, of the factors surrounding your
decision not to program the radio series
"InsideOUT" on MPBN.
At a time when homophobia and · the
AIDS crisis challenge the moral and material resources of all of us, Maine needs all
the responsible information on gay- and
lesbian-related issues it can get. That numerous other public-broadcasting stations
across the country choose to broadcast
"InsideOUT" makes me wonder whether
you are fearful of alienating the homophobic element in your audience. I was happy
to learn that WER U has chosen to program
"InsideOUT". I wish you shared their
moral courage and sense of public responsibility. ·
I will no longer support MPBN with financial contributions; instead, I will contribute to WERU, in support of its decision
to program "InsideOUT". I am also returning the "Rites of Spring" T-shirt which
MPBN gave me for contributing to its
recent fund drive; I wish I had known of
your decision before I made that contribution.
Yours truly,
Howard Solomon, Gray, ME

Way Out," is a hint about my leaving the
YMCA. I know I will leave via the parking
lot when I go. I have a new-found affection
for that fenced-in, paved-over piece of earth
divided into yellow-bordered rectangles.
It represents a place of freedom. I never .
thought of a parking lot that way before. I .
shall not be so quick to deride parking lots
as mere plains of asphalt again. Th~ IB
more freedom and tolerance - perhaps even
more life - in some parking lots than in
many buildings.
So, on Tuesday afternoons you'll find
me in the parking lot behind the YMCA.
I'll be the one in the grey/green 1982 Oldsmobile Omega with the pink triangle decal
on the driver's window and a loon decal on
the passen'g er-side window. I' II be fiddling
with my radio tuner and listening intently
to every word of"This Way Out."
But feel free to stop by and say hello. In
fact, if you're in Bangor on Tuesdays af4
p.m., I hope you 'II look me up. Our parking lot can be a friendly place.

J
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H~ath~r Ha·s
Mommies, written
by Leslea Newman and illustrated by Diane Souza, is a picture book for children
ages 3 to 103 about two lesbians and their
daughter, Heather. To pre-order the book ,
which will be out in the fall of 1989, send
$10 to IN OTHER WORDS PUBLISHING , 11 Massasoit St, Northampton MA
01060. Donations are also welcome.

·Two

The Our Paper collective wish to bid
farewell to the following members who are
leaving us this month. First to Peter Karasopoulos, news coordinator. Peter joined
the staff over a year ago, and has kept Our
Paper readers updated on many news stories and elections, often covering them
himself.
Also leaving, James Melanson, features coordinator. James kept the fiction
and other articles coming in, often calling
people late into the night, following up on
promised stories and making sure they arrived on time.
And last, Marjorie Love, arts and entertainment coordinator. Marjorie had the
tough task oflistening to tapes and records,
sent to us for reviews, and attending local
concerts and fundraisers and reporting back
to us with an in-depth story for print.
Marjorie also rounded up book and movie
reviews, keeping our readers well-informed.
Moving ahead, Our Paper is looking for
a few good men and women to volunteer.
We have lots of openings, not all of which
require attending every meeting. Meetings
start at 7 p.m. Tuesdays at 9 Deering St.,
Portland.
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The National Institutes of Health are
seeking-participants who are HIV positive
for a study of foscarnet forthe treatment of
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) retinitis. Persons
previously treated with ganciclovir(DHPG)
are not eligible. For further information
regarding thi s study , please call Barbara
Baird, RN (collect) 301-496-9565.
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The National AIDS Information
Clearinghouse
Now-one toll-free number for reference
assistance and to order publications:

' New toll-free number
775-6598

1-800-458-5231

Families

roOd
· al Cohol

VICTORIA ZAVASNIK, Ph.D.
Licensed Substance Abuse Counselor

ab U se
Sexuality

Back Cove Counseling Center
527 Ocean Avenue
Portland, Maine 04103

FAX: 1-301-738-6616
Call us. We're your centralized resource for information
on HIV/AIDS programs, services, and materials.
A service of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Public Health Service
•
Centers for Disease Control
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The Straight & Narrow
}

Tracking the Wild Lesbian
Our Paper would like to apologize to
Holly Valero for incorrectly printing her
story, "Tracking the Wild Lesbian ," in last
month 's issue. We are reprinting her story
in this issue and hope she will forgive us
(aeain).
by Holly Valero
I don't remember a time when there
weren't lesbians, but my grandmother does.
There weren 't any lesbians wh(,n she was a
young woman growing up in THE SOUTH.
The world was still a decent place to live.
There were gentlemen and there were ladies. Women did not pump their own gasoline. Ever. Oh, sure, you occasionally
found a nice young man who seemed hesitant in the face of marriage, but with enough
pressure "gently applied" by every living
relative, clergyman, and employer, they
almost always came around. If they flatly
refused? They went North.
However, there were no lesbians. None.
(Of course, I am translating here, as my
own grandmother would have never used
such a word.)
Sowheredidlesbianscomefrom? Naturally my grandmother did not want to even
think about that. All she knew is that IF
there even were " th~se type of women,,
they certainly came from the North and
they probably were the result of marrying
Northerners. (This was said with all the
affection that a cotton-picker would have
for boll weevils.)

/

'

The first problem in tracing the roots of
HOMOSEXUALITYistheword. Youjust
can't go around saying "sex" to a woman in
her late 70s without getting into trouble. I
_ don't care how detached and historical you
think you are being. I can almost guarantee
that you ' II be outshouted, tackled, and
gagged by friends and family before YQU
even get past "homo." Also, saying "sex"
in a country founded by Puritans is an open
invitation to be roasted slowly upon hot
coals as soon as you return from the talk
show circuit.
So how about changing the words?
Homogenderous and Heterogenderous
sound a lot nicer. I think they -even add
greater depth to the terms. Sexuality means:
The condition of having sex; sexuai activity; or express of sexual receptivity or
interest especially when excessive. Excessive? Thanks a lot, Merriam Webster.
Remind me to have 40 cheese pizzas deliv ered to your house at 3 a.m. ! Gender, on the
other hand, means: sex, a subclass within a .
grainmatical class of a language that is
partly arbitrary but also partly based on di stinguishable characteristics such as shape,
social rank, manner or existence or sex. It's
not a lot better, but at least it gets rid of the
"s" wore\.
"Gay" and "lesbian" ate also a problem. "Gay" lacks any sense of seriouin~ss.
It's also cute. When shouting for gay rights
at rallies, I have found myself privately
wishing for a slightly heavier-duty word.
Something with more weight. "Lesbian"
is, for reasons completely unknown to me,

too exotic for your average American . In
telling people that I am a "lesbian" I have
received comments like, " oh, really,? I'm a
protestant," "I've always wanted to lea_rn
how to do that, did you take a class?" or my
favorite, " have you lost any weight yet?"
The second problem with tracing our
roots is the flat denial of people to even
admit that we exist. When you think about
it, it's a damn clever move. This way we
spend our whole lives wrapped up in idiotic, existential argument. Just imagine
George Bush campaigning on the ticket
that Democrats don't exist. The Democrats
would be so nonplussed that they'd never
get themselves organized enough to pick a
candidate. They'd spend their campaign
dollars proving that they exist.
Many gays and lesbians go through
tons of soul searching, questioning, and
halfa dozen therapists before they can even
bring themselves to declare their lifesty Jes.
Only to be told that there are no homosexuals. It reininds me of one of those " I Walked
with a Zombie" films that came out during
the late '50s and '60s. A lifeless crowed
staggers through the streets of a small town,
their arms extended and eyes blank. They
move toward a screaming woman while
they ~hant, "why Jane, what makes you
thii;tk something i~ .wrong?"
1
The only answer I ca'n see is to get
tough. From now on, as far as I'm concerned, famous gays and lesbians include
anyone who has not declared his or her
hetero status. I always thought Tarzan was
gay anyway. As for Jane, any woman who
swings on a vine and likes animals gets my
vote.

New Fiction Writers Sought
Alyson Publications is planning a second anthology of short fiction by gay men ,
as well as an anthology of short fiction by
lesbians.
Inquiries and submissions (accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed return
envelope) may be sent to: Alyson Publications, 40 Plympton St., Boston , MA 02118 .
Attn : Joe Chapple (men 's anthology) or
Tina Portillo (women 's anthology).
Finding Resources for Gay Couples
Gay and lesbian couples looking for
legal information, a couples support group,
or a way to win domestic partnership benefits might start with a free list of resources
available from PARTNERS: The Newsletter For Gay & Lesbian Couples. The
annotated directory, "Resources for Gay
& Lesbian Couples:' is available in a
newly-expanded edition that lists two dozen
social, political and support groups, and
more than 40 books, videotapes and film s.
To receive a copy, send a self-addressed.
stamped business-size envelope to: PARTNERS resource li st, Box 9685, Seattie,
WA 98!09.
PARTNERS, an eight-page monthly ,
,contains intervie\\\s, news, and features by
professionals. Aocording to publishers ·
Stevie Bryant and Demian. " PARTNERS
· provides practical information and ideas
couples can use to d~elop satisfying and
successful relationships. "The newsletter's
mailing list is confidential; never loaned or
sold. Available by subscription, the publication costs $36 per year, $3 per sample
issue.

STATUSOFGAYSOVER20YEARS
Nationwide
1969

1989

Cities with civil rights statutes

0

81

States with civil rights statutes

0

1 (Wisconsin)

48

25

Fewer than 20

More than 300

States with anti-sodomy laws
Gay newspapers and magazines ·

Fewer than 500

More than 9,000

Openly gay delegates to Democratic Conventions

Gay-related books in print

0

68 (1988)

Openly gay delegates-to Republican Conventions

0

0 (1988)

Gay book publishers

0

30

National Lesbian and Gay Law Association

0

1,eoo·

'Al ,..11 eight 111181 also he.. gay' -
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929 Congress Street
Portland, ME 04102

\

207 548-6689

la1bian law uaociation1, II do 13 1111/or melropollt1111 - ··
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Tru Phan

P.O.B. 331 Mt. Ephraim Road
Searsport, Maine 04974
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LIVING PRESENCE LUTHERAN CHURCH1
. Rev. Carolee A. Uits

159 State Ztreet Portland ME 04101 (2071774·2886
Home 12071772-6113 1

.
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GLAD·DAYII

BOOKSHOPrif.l
LESBIAN & GAY LITERATURE
673BOYJ.SIONSTREET,BOSION.MA.021i6(617)267-30!0

Across From The Boston Public Library
2rid f!L'O!", Heu:-:;.: Mcn ··S:it: 9:!0M9f-HP~I

Suu; 12·9PM
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Bangor Daily
Makes News
by Eric Gordon

GLA Combats
Anti-Gay Violence
'I

I

In its weekl y nationwide radio broadcast "Naming Names," Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)
picked up on The Bangor Daily News '
refusal to print a gay and lesbian advertisement placed in May by Our Paper.
fo case yo u missed it (Naming Names
is not carried by stations in Maine), a transcript of the July 7th broadcast follows:
"Several years ago, in an incident that
got nationwide publicity, three youths in
Bangor, Maine threw a gay man off a
bridge to his death, and then were barely
punished. In light of this, you might expect
local authorities in Bangor to now show
some sensitivity to gay people - if only to
improve their town's reputation.
We are told, however, that the Bangor
Daily News_ has refu,sed to publish an
ad.vertisement submitted by Our Paper,
Maine's gay paper, published in Portland,
for the purpose of contacting potential subscribers. Completely straightforward and
without any objectionable content, the ad
was apparently rejected solely for its use of
the words "gay" and "lesbian."
In this case of intentionally perpetuated
bigotry, we suggest you appeal directly to
civic pride, or civic shame. Ask the publisher of the Bangor paper if it is really the
official policy, of his town not only to
condone the murder of gay people, but also
to deny us access to inforrnation that might
save our lives.
Write to: Richard J. Warren, publisher,
Bangor Dai ly News,49 1 Main St., Bangor,
ME 0440 I. Or telephone: (207) 942-4881;
1-800-432-7964 toll free within Maine."
Feel free to thank GLAAD for their
coverage. Write to : Crai g Davidson,
GLAAD, 80 Varick St. , #3E, New York,
NY 10013.

by Smythlen Wolfe
The Gay/Lesbian Alliance in cooper~tion with the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force is keeping a record of anti-gay
violence, victimization and defamation. If
you have been the victim of verbal harassment, threats, physical assaults, police
abuse, vandali sm, arson, or any other form
of anti -gay/lesbian behavior in~ luding
known gay-related homicide, please contact the Gay/Lesbian Alliance at 780-4085
so that we may file a report. You don 'thave
to give us your name. The National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force collects the data
and publishes it. Currently the NOLTF is
urging all Americans to lobby for passage
of the federal Hate Crime Statistics Act.
For more information call !he Gay/Lesbian
Alliance.

Now-one toll-free
number for reference
assistance and to order
publications:

1-800-458-5231
FAX: 1-301-738-6616

Call us.
This ad appeared in thirty
_
Maine newspapers. Sixteen papers re. fused to run it.

On June 20, the National Committee to
Free Sharon Kowalski announced that it
had achieved its objectives and was closing its doors.
Since 1985, Kowalski had been kept in
a nursing home in Hibbing, Minnesota by
her father, Donald Kowalski. During that
time, Kowalski received little rehabilitation for her brain injured state and was not

New foll-free number

Join thousands of lesbians and gay
men in Maine. Subscribe to Our
Paper. For free sample and subscription info-pack (mailed in a plain
envelope) write to:
-

Kowalski Committee Closes Doors

City councils in Muscatine, Iowa· and
Oak Park, Illinois passed gay rights laws
recently.
In Muscatine, a town of 23,000 people,
the vote passed by a margin of 4-3 . The
town has no gay organizations or meeting
places. According to Human Rights Commission member Beverly Delveau, Muscatine has never received a complaint of
discrimination based on affectional preference. But, commission co-chair Kory

·Gay? Lesbian?
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allowed to receive any visitors without
approval from her father.
Karen Thompson, Kowalski 's partner,
and a host of other friends and supporters
formed the National Committee to Free
Sharon Kowalski in 1987. Through legal
battles and public pressure, Kowalski won
the right to better rehabilitation care and
the right to choose her own visit~rs.

.Iowa & Illinois Cities
Pass Gay Rights Laws
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Darnall told reporters that the town needed
to take action before such discrimination
occurred.
In Oak Park, a suburb of Chicago, the
seven-member Board of Trustees passed
the law with a unanimous margin. Bryan
Findlay, the activist credited with beginning the ordinance drive, believes that fundamentalists actually helped make the law
a reality. "The ignorant, the uneducated,
· the stupid really let their bigotry show," he
said.

NGLTF Names Vaid
Urvashi Vaid has been named executive director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force.
In her new post, Vaid hopes to greatly
expand· the number of NGLTF members
from the current 17 ,000. She feels that
lesbians and gay men must join and help

pay for groups that work on their behalf.
She also hopes to see more direct action
such as the work ACT-UP has been doing.
"We are going to succeed by being un- ,
abashed and unashamedly gay and lesbian.
Gay and lesbian pride is the weapon that
we have to fight with," said Vaid in an
interview with Philadelphia Gay News.

Wal-Mart Challenged
In a May 21, 1989 letter sent to Sam
Walton, presidentof Wal-Mart department
stores, ACT-UP Kansas City acc;used the
company of discrimination in the firing of
an employee because of a rumor that he
was gay .
The employee, Michael Poyner, was ·
told in an October 28, 1988 meeting with
top executives of Wal-Mart that he could
not be an effective manager at the Blue
Springs, Missouri store because of the

rumor. He was also told he could not work .
there if he :was gay or associated with
homosexuals.
Poyner was told by his district manager
that if the rumor were true he would be
fired. He was subsequently dismissed on
November 18, 1988.
Poyner is challenging the firing in the
courts and his attorney, Michael Lacy,
commented that, "It is outrageous that just
the rumor that he is gay would warrant his
firing."

Sources: ACT-Up/Kansas City, National Committee to Free Sharon Kowalski, and Philadelphia Gay News
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by Harry Gordon
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Naaah. My boss wouldjustneverunderstand that I had been sitting here reading a
book for an hour and was calling in to say
I wouldn't come to work until the book was
read. Too bad, too, because I am always so
cranky when my reading is interrupted by
something trivial like earning my keep.
But, that is how captivated I was by number
19 in the Stonewall Inn Editions from St.
Martin's Press. I checked my book shelves
and found 14ofthe21 anniversary editions
and this one goes to the top ofthelist. I am
astounded that The Boys And Their Baby
is author Larry Wolff's first book. I am
worried that all of the things which appeal
to me in a book are there. Setting, characters, believable story line, suspense, sex
and (sigh) romance. After all, how can an
author's first book be expected to be so
· good?
Welcome to San Francisco is the title of
the first chapter. Before you know it,
Wolff has refreshed many images of that
wonderful city. His sense of San Francisco
is so sure that even one who has never been
there would soon catch that magic feeling.
The reader is presented an elaborate framework upon which to hang one's own visual
images of the spaces in which the story
unfolds. Without any labored travelogue
peppered with line after line of boring
adjectives, the reader just lli in San Francisco.
. Either Larry Wolff has made a very
successful study of characte_!. development
or he is an astute observer of the world
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· around him, All the people living in this
book belong there, ·and they never slip out
of character or give you any reason to
doubt them. They aren't rigidly defined.
The reader fits in the faces and rounds out
the bodies and that is the image that says
the words and moves across the pages.
And, they are for the most part people
anyone can be comfortable with.
Adam Berg has landed a job teaching
school in San Francisco so he moves there
from Boston to share an apartment with his
college roommate of a few years ago, Huck.
He finds the apartment in a pink building
on Russian Hill. Huck meets him at the
door holdin.g a beautiful baby boy in his
arms. But where is the baby's mother?
And the lovely cabaret singer Elaine. Is she
Huck's lover or is it the string bean in the
cowboy hat, Wayne? Will the obvious
crush of a teenaged boy student on the
straight young teacher and the rejection of
a fellow faculty member who has AIDS
drive him back east? And, what would the
mayor of San Francisco give a baby on his
first birthday?
Do yourself a favor. Visit your local
gay bookseller, or send away, but buy this
book. For only $8.95 you will be transported to the spiritual capitol of gay America, meet some interesting new friends; and
get to go to a birthday party with the mayor.
On one of its several levels, The Boys And
Their Baby is the perfect primer for a
handsome? charming (but naive) young
man about to be really kissed by another
man for the very first time.

ACUPUNCTURE HEALTH SERVICES

----

by Dr. Demian

Q: My partner and I are traveling to my
parents ' home this ;:;ummer for our first
joint visit. They accept the factthatl'm gay
and know I have a lover, but we haven't yet
discussed accommodations. -I have always
stayed in my parents' guest room during
previous visits. Should we expect my
parents to host us both when we visit?
What if they say they don't want us sleeping in the same bed?
A: Start by telling your parents what
you and your partner want. If you want to
share a room in your parents' home, give
them plenty of advanced notice. They may
need some time to sort through their feelings. Ideally, your parents should extend
the same hospitality they would confer on
a married heterosexual sibling.
If your parents refuse your request, consider sleeping elsewhere. Your parents'

home is their domain. Nonetheless, you
deserve the dignity, comfort and intimacy
that bedding down with a partner represents.
If financial or other constraints make it
impossible for you to stay elsewhere, you
have a hard choice to make. Including your
parents in your deliberations may help them
understand the practical implications of
their prejudice.
Don't give up on your parents if they
refuse your request. Sometimes, loving
parents can handle the concept of a samesex relationship, but not the reality of gay
or lesbian i!!timacy. It is important to keep
the dialogue open. Time can effect
enormous changes.
The most important thing is maintaining self-respect and an open heart, whatever your parents' reaction.
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URGENT:
FUNDING
REQUEST·
The Maine Health Foundation Inc. must
have immediate funds to maintain the PWA
financial assistance fund.
The need is greater than available funds.
Please, send a check today.
Thank You

Effective treatment for:
• IMMUNE DEFICIENCIES
• GYNECOLOGICAL DISORDERS
• MUSCULAR SKELETAL DISORDERS
• RESPIRATORY DISORDERS
• ALLERGIES
• DIGESTIVE PROBLEMS
• CHRONIC PAIN
•HEADACHES
• PREVENTION
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CALL 207-439-6627
Nella Miriam Hart
Certified A cupuncturist
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Maine Health Foundation, Inc. Box 7329 DTS
Portland, ME 04112
Name
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·The Straight & Narrow

Odds and Ends
by Holly Valero
This month the Straight and Narrow
wanders a bit off course. The result is a
collection of odds and ends, questions, and
other tidbits that have been rattling around
in my mind. I just thought I'd do some
mental housecleaning,
GREAT QUESTIONS OF THE UNIVERSE:
I. What is so threatening about an inseam? Women who want to get ahead in
business, usually wear the traditional
"female business suit" [see Charles Darwin,
Evolution and the Corporate Ladder, rev.
ed. 1974] I have heard two supportive reasons: men like to see women in a dress , and
skirts are less threatening to customers/
clients. ls it just me, 6r do both of these
hi storiC; reasons fall under the category of
"baloney?" There is a school of thought
that asserts that women in slacks are trying
to compete with men and are too macho.
Whenever I hear thi s, I get the urge to
bludgeon somebody into senselessness with
a tire iron. Maybe they are right after all.
· 2. Why do women want to prove they
are as capable as men by killing people? A
recent episode of"60 Minutes" tackled the
subject of women in combat. Apparently,
women in the armed forces cannot advance
along with their male-counterparts because
they have not operated combat devices, or
taken part in combat, despite their combat
training. Why do women feel the need to
meet standards established by men? Some
of the reasons to bar women from combat?
Well , it's not sanitary in a tank with a pile
of sweaty guys. And women ... you know,
theyhavethattimeofthemonth. Also , war
could erupt into chaos if you put men and
women together. You know men and their
biological urg~s. I wonder. Would a war
end early if enough women on both side of
the front were dealing with PMS ? Would
uncontrollable peace break out if you put
all people, men and women, together in a
situation where ttiev could communicate?
3. Why don ' t we have a nationally
televised Ms. Lesbian America beauty
pageant? I know it's easier to do the old
Miss America Pageant. After all, with
genetic engineering they can simply clone
the preceding year's winner. A lesbian
be<1uty pageant ,would be impossible to
judge, since lesbians seldom seem to follow the stereotypes mandated by society.
[See The Avon Guide to Mental Conformity and A Beautiful New You! Doubletalk Books; 1982] Still, it would be fun
to demand equal time from the television
networks, just to stir things up a bit. I saw
a documentary recently as I was flipping
through the channels one afternoon. It
concerned lesbians and feminists protesting a Miss America Pageant back in 1985.
The winner of the pageant told the American audience that she did not consider the
protesting women to be the sample of
American womanhood to which we gals
should aspire because, after all, some of
them are fat. That combined with the shot
of the woman in the long, sequined evening gown playing "God Bless America"
on the flute left me thumbing absentmindedly through the phonebook listing for a therapist.

4. Since America is the "melting pot"
why don ' t we end the crisis over prayer in
school by declaring every religion the
national religion for one year? In 1990, for
example, could be the yearofHindu. Burger

Kings everywhere would have to shut down,
of course, but every religion has its supporters and its, well, downtrodden. 1991
could be the year of Judaism, 1992 could
be Islam. Just think of the opportunities we

would have to expand our collective consciousness and understanding. It might even
lead to world peace! Even peace for a year
would be a viable alternative to what we
continued on page 8

Reprints of the complete Examiner series now available.

T

he Examiner has just concluded an
unprecedented 16-part feature on gays
in America. More than 60 Examiner staff
members contributed to this series,
talking to thousands of people in the Bay Area
and across the country. This important report
studied gay Americans, American society and
their uneasy intersection. In every major aspect
·of our culture, "Gay in America" revealed how
gay and straight attitudes are changing as we
approach the 90s.
For a limited time, we're making available
this extraordinary work as a special reprint
package. Each is a full sixty-four pages, printed
flexographically (the ink won't come off on your
fingers). Every reprint comes with a bonus: the
original 13~ x 23-inch poster used to promote
the series. Cost for the reprint and poster
together (sorry, they're not available separately)
is $5.00. This covers our costs for processing,
postage and same-day shipping when we receive
your order. The Examiner makes no profit on
,sales of these reprints.
Quantities are limited; order soon.

Examiner "Gay in America"
Reprint Offer
I'd like to order reprint(s)/poster(s) as follows :
D Send me _ _ reprint/ poster sets@ $5 .00* each.
N a m e - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - ~ Address,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __1'pt._
City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___.,'tate_Zip_ _
Phone_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I

D Send __reprint/poster sets@$5.00* each as my gift

to:
Address-- - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ · p t . _
City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.::,latc__zip _ _
Phone ·

~:yment:

'tau,__zip__

O My c heck is enclosed, payable to SF EXAMINER . (To
expedite, please be sure to enclosejust one check for th,• total of
aH above orders)

I
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I

Mail your order to:

Gay in America Hc print
943 HowardStrect #304
San Francisco, CA 94103

~anJrancisco f6xamincr

I
I
I

~a~::rgemyOMASTERCA R~~_:SA - - - - Expiration date _ _ / _ _
Signature_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __
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The Devil's Bathtub
by Sydonie Fagan
continued from page 7
have now. Besides, you know the old
adage about "walking a mile in someone's
Birkenstocks." Once we, as a country, had
explored the hundreds of religions known
to mankind, we could pick the ones that
seemed to generate the most positive results and dismiss those that led to bitterness
and chaos.
5. Since the Supreme Court wants to get
involved in my reproductive life, why draw
the line at abortion? I would be more than
happy to tum over my period, PMS, menopause, and water retention to any Supreme
Court justice. They can have the whole
thing. BUT, it lli a package deal. You can't
have one without the other. For over ten
years my body has steadfastly prepared for
childbirth every month. EVERY mohth.
The odds of me having a child voluntarily
resemble a negative algebraic ·equation.
Why do I have a feeling that attitudes
would change radically if men could menstruate?
I know. I shouldn't watch the news.
Being informed can lead to trouble. There
are good things about the planet earth,
however. Fireworks [even if they are obscured by fog], pets, going to the beach, the
first snowfall, the changing of the seasons,
and of course, fudge!
Author's Note:
For all those who wanted the fudge
recipe:
Melt over low heat, 2 squares of unsweetened bakers chocolate
Add 2/3 cup of evaporated milk, 2 cups
sugar, 2 tblsp. clear com syrup, dash of salt.
Heat, stirring constantly till it begins to
boil. Cook. until it reaches the "soft ball
stage" [Dribble a few drops off the wooden
spoon into a cup of cold water. If you can
form it into a soft ball with your fingers, it
has reached the softball stage.]
Remove from heat, add 2-3 tblsp. of
butter, dash of vanilla
Let Set for about 10 minutes, to let it
cool.
Now and only now, stir/beat/etc. the
fudge with the wooden spoon [stirring it as
it cools will cause it to harden in the pan]
until it begins to thicken.and make snap/
crackle/pop sounds. [about 150 hard
strokes]
Pour into buttered 8 x 8 inch pan. Allow
it to harden.
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Rae and Claire were doomed. The
doctors had pronounced the death sentence. The years of working late, smoking
unfiltered cigarettes, eating salami and
potato chips, and believing that laughter
was the best medicine - next to vodka - had
brought Rae and Claire to the edge of the
grave where a fit of coughing or a good
laugh might be enough to push them in.
"O well,"Claire said to Rae, "even
people who live sensibly and take vitamins
and subscribe to health magazines and eat
and drink moderately die eventually. And
they don't necessarily live longer than we
did. Remember Frank? He was only fifty
when he died. And he took such good care
of himself and looked so fit right up to the
end. He wasn't gasping or staggering, the
way we are. I can't remember now - what
was it that killed Frank? Cancer? Heart?
Brain tumor?" Claire pretended she was
snapping her swollen fingers to jog her
memory. "The cause of death was something sudden and unexpected, something
for which there is still no cure. 0 yes! I
remember now." She looked pleased. "Car
crash.!"
Rae laughed silently so as not to put a
strain on her worn-out lungs. She and
Claire had never been able to forgive Frank, for many years an intimate friend , for one
night making crude; contemptuous remarks
and Rae and Claire's relationship as if it .
was something they had tried to hide and
should be ashamed of.
Rae and Claire were basically incompatible. Rae believed if you kept your neck
warm in winter your whole body stayed
warm while Claire believed it was most
important to keep your feet warm. Still
they had managed to live together fairly
peacefully for half a century. In that time
they seemingly stayed forever young, then
suddenly got old overnight. Claire noticed
the change first while looking at herself in
the mirror. She said, "The pores on my
face are getting larger. My nose is beginning to look like it's made of pegboard. "
Rae realized that whenever something went
wrong at work and the question was asked,
Who would do something that stupid? - all
eyes turned towards her.
It was vacation time and Rae and.Claire
were alone together on a long car trip. One
of them had been given months to live, the
other weeks. They had not expected to live
forever and so were able to be stoic, though
not enthusiastic about their fate . It was true
that death was a part of life but so were
religion and Disney movies and they had
assiduously avoided those. Claire suggested that since time was so precious now
they should try to husband it by using an
abbreviated spoken English; for instance,
instead of saying "I need a clean handkerchief' one could say "I need a clean hank"
and use the time saved by this verbal shorthand to review the past. One important
question Claire considered was, What in
Life did I enjoy least? - and decided finally
that what she had enjoyed least were jokes
about Van Gogh's ear. Rae wondered who
best deserved her Lifetime Achievement
A ward for Most Pompous in the field of
mus JC - Peter Seeger or Robert J. Lurtsema?
Claire had great posture, the posture of
a dancer, and as she grew older and more
rheumatic her posture got better for she
found that the straighter she stood, the less
pain she felt in her back and limbs. She

always stood perfectly perpendicular, her
hair too, brushed up and tied on top of her
head like parched hay, her feet planted well
apart for maximum stability, her. arms
hanging loosely at her sides for balance.
She looked in spite of her years as sturdy as
a fence post, but she weighed less than a
hundred pounds and when during the first
week of the trip she'd been struck on the
shoulder by a tennis ball thrown from a
playground, she'd gone down as if struck
by a car.

Rae 's posture was getting worse,
Rae 's posture was getting worse, rapidly, along with her eyesight. Her vision
was deteriorating almost faster than she
could correct it with new, stronger glasses
and more and more she had to stoop forward for a preview of upcoming obstacles
in her path. So great was her dignity and
equanimity, however, that she didn 't seem
ridiculous when she banged into a door
jamb or knocked things off a counter or
walked straight into a physical embrace
with a passing stranger. She always retained her presence of mind and in the
incident with the tennis ball had been abje
in one smooth motion to pull Claire to her
feet, absolve the horrified young ballthrower of guilt and assure onlookers that
her friend was uninjured .

"Funny, isn't it? 'i
little thing that h,
Rae and Claire drove around northern
New England expecting to encounter an
endless series of cha~ng, quiet, old-fashioned towns like the one they had escaped
from together as teenagers more than fifty
years ago; towns with tall white houses,
busy little stores, a bank and post office, a
diner and movie theater, churches; a town
where people were friendly, everyone knew
everyone else, no one got angry about
waiting in line or being awakened by a
barking dog; a town where graduation from
high school was a big event and at Christmas there were electric candles in windows, wreathes on lampposts, carolers. The
kind of town, they discovered, that apparently didn't exist anymore. During the
half-century they had been down in New
York City living it up, publishing an arts
quarterly and imagining that way up north
everything was pretty much as they remembered it, the roads way up there had
been paved, power lines had been strung,
TV antennas had appeared on roofs, gaudy
plywood decorations had replaced stone
birdbaths on front lawns, gas stations had
appeared on every street comer, berserk
youths had destroyed the bandstands in
town parks, police departments had been
equipped with modem weapons and radios, churches had been converted into
craft stores and mime theaters. Their own
hometown had changed. There, many of
the tall white houses had become shabby
rooming houses while others had been tom
down to make space for ranch houses, trailers and sheet metal buildings in which
furniture and auto parts were sold. The
comfortable little movie theater where the
young girls had secretly held hands under
a sweater covering their laps and first seen
Gartio, Lombard, Harlow and Hepburn had
been converted into a hardware store; the
marquee didn't say "Red Dust" or "Mata
Hari" now, it said "Plastic Rain Gutter 20% Off."

0 u

The northern weather the two women
remembered most vividly from chilqhood
were the severe winters. But it was now
summer, unmistakably; the sky and water
were blue, the trees and fields green; long
days, warm air, noise. New houses were
being raised either surpnslngly close to the
road or secretly in woods at the end of long
dirt driveways. Roads were being widened
or resurfaced and Rae had to stop the car
frequently to wait for dumptrucks and
graders to execute clumsy maneuvers.

e, rapidly along with her eyesight.
During one of these delays in the late
afternoon, Claire, hot and tired and disillusioned, exasperated by the delays, said, "If
I'dJmown before birth that someday I'd be
this uncomfortable, I'd have killed myself
in the womb. Let ' s go home."
Rae agreed and puJled the car off the
road at the next suitable inn. They intended
to eat early , go to bed early and get an early
start for the city the next morning, but they
lingered over dinner, drank too much, talked
until late, got to bed late, woke up late the
next morning . feeling eligible for mercy
killing. " In vino vomitus," Rae said. They
helped each other to dress. Claire put on a
pair of baggy cotton slacks, a tank top and
sunglasses. Rae put on shorts, a sweatshirt

R
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said unsympathetically, "We know of the
immense distances involved in the universe so it shouldn't be a surprise that on
e~rth too everything is far apart."
They were driving along an old highway between two small cities, little traveled because the cities were also connected
by a better road Rae had avoided because
of its heavier traffic. The prosperity sweeping the country, and in Claire's view ruining it visually, had not affected the bit of
couJ')try they were driving through. There
were woods on both sides of the road
occasionally a small farm, infrequently ~
bo31rded-up building where an ice cream
stand or some other small business had
opened and failed. Claire was thinking that
tarred roads were inherently ugly, making
the states of the nation look like a collection of old baseballs that had been repaired
with black tape. She was about to remark,
not for the first time, about the mess mankind was capable of making with some
boards, paint, tar and wires, when her interest was aroused by an ancient abandoned
filling station.
Claire made Rae pull up to the ruined
building, then studied it and considered. It
was one of those early filling stations, part
store, part garage, with a roof that jutted
awkwardly out from the building to provide cover for the gas pump and customers'

R

Witherspoon. He had a daughter our age
who was nicknamed Spoon. At first I
thought she was called Spoon because her
Christian name was something dreadful,
but later another ·explanation presented
itself. Spoon was interested in us because
it was unusual 'in those days to see two
young women out motoring alone, without
a man.

"Spoon and I talked while you and her
father tried to get the engine working. It
was hot that day too and she invited us to go
with her to a private little swimming place
she knew . It was called ' The Devil's Bathtub' because the rushing water had worn a
big basin in the stone. We drove up to it on
an old horsetrack - remember now? It was
far .back in the woods and deserted. We
wondered if the car would make it or conk
out again miles from anywhere. The brook
was in full spate because of the fall rains
and there was a waterfall and the leaves on

' You live a long active life and what you remember best at the. end is some sexy
happened when you were seventeen."
the beech trees had started to change to a
and a large soft straw hat that looked like a
basket turned upside down. They purposely wore distinctive clothing when traveling now so that if they dropped dead in
public they wouldn't appear utterly anonymous and contemotible. After dressin!!:
they swallowed handfuls of pills, some
prescribed by their doctors, others provided by concerned friends . The friends
who had given them pills had warned them
to use sparingly, carefully, but they didn ' t.
Rae and Claire knew they were slaves of
the natural chemicals and electric currents
in their brains, making them ecstatic or
, miserable, healthy or ill, alert or dull - all
quite consciously. Using pills and alcohol
was one way of rebelling, fighting back,
taking over.
The car was hot and because of the late
start they were driving into the sun. Claire
didn't like heat any more. In her youth and
middle-age she had loved to soak in the tub
and lie on the beach but she had noticed
that she was physically shrinking and at. tributed this phenomenon to overheated
rooms and too much sun. The trip home
would be a long one. Rae had to drive
slowly because of her poor eyesight. Claire
watched the road too to be able to warn Rae
to stop quickly if necessary. She didn't see
anything of interest during the first couple
hours of driving. Rae complained that they
didn't seem to be getting anywhere. Claire

cars. The single pump was still out front,
sheathed in rusty tin, decapitated by vandals or by an antique dealer who covered
the glass globe placed atop the pump to advertise the brand of gas. The windows and
doors were mi ssing from the building.
Shingles had blown off the roof ,;Jnd the
bare rotting boards were now covered by
moss and dried pine needles. Rusty metal
barrels were half-hidden by the weeds
around the building.
"You were going to drive right by it,"
Claire chided Rae. "Didn ' t you notice?"
"I don't notice the little things anymore, dear, the details. I notice it ' s day, it's
night, it's snowing, I'm tired, a dog is
biting me - things like that."
"But doesn't this place seem familiar?"
Claire took out a cigarette and lit it with

gold color. I remember it perfectly - I never
saw any place more beautiful. Spoon had
some hard cider hidden in the brook and we
all got very drunk because we hadn ' t
brought any food with us. When it got dark
we turned on the car headlights - like spotlights - and Spoon and I took off our clothes
and danced naked while you threw nuts at
us. Spoon said I looked very naughty without my clothes and kept trying to make a
costume for me with leaves and spit. Don't
you remember any of this? Impossible to
forget, I should think."
"I remember the headache the next day."
Claire blew smoke out the window and
continued. 'TU never forget because while
we were balleting around in front of the
lights with our hair and bottoms dripping

tramps who had driven into town and corrupted one of the local girls. As if anyone
could corrupt that Spoon.
"Funny, isn't it? You live along active
life and what you remember best at the end
is some sexy little thing that happened when you were seventeen."
"Spoon couldn't still be alive," said
Rae. "She was older than us, and wilder. I
doubt she made it to forty let alone sev_enty."
Claire pointed down the narrow blacktop road that branched off from· the highway just beyond the decrepit filling station. "I know how we can·tell if this is the
same place we met Spoon," she said in a
strained voice, holding smoke in her lungs.
"Spoon and I walked down that road, or
another like it, while you and Mr. Witherspoon worked on the car, to get you some
smokes at the store. I still remember what
we talked about. We walked along pretending we were great fans of Basil Fo
meen and the Fomeen Trio. Somehow it
was hysterically funny for her to say 'I just
adore that new Basil Fomeen recording of
'Just A Cottage Small' and me to say ear-__
nestly 'Obutl 'Faw Down An' Go Boom!'
is even better!"'
The butt of Claire's cigarette slipped
from her fingers and Rae dove under the
dashboard after it. Claire patted her on the
back and said, "Let's drive a little ways
down that road there that goes off to the
right. If there's a little town down there
about a mile then this is the place we met
Spoon. I'm curious now."
Rae rescued the butt from under the
seat; before crushing it into the ashtray she
took the final drag; it nearly killed her. As
Rae restarted the car Claire said, "It doesn't
seem odd to me that people are drawn to
drugs and drink even though the effect they
produce is so short-lived. All happiness
comes in surprisingly short bursts."
On one side of the road there was a row
of cows looking over a pasture fence. On
the other side there was a row of small
houses. "Those houses weren't here when
Spoon and I walked down this road," Claire -1
said.
Rae was encouraged to say, "I don't
think this is the same road."
0

The comfortable little movie theater where the young girls had secretly held hands under a
sweater covering their laps and first seen Garbo, Lombard, Harlow, and Hepburn had be.en conwet and our feet covered with sand and
verted into a hardware store ...
About a mile's drive from the highway
Rae's help. She blew the cigarette smoke
out the window so as not to dilute Rae's
oxygen supply.
'Tm sure this is where we met Spoon.
Do you remember her? It was the first trip
we took by ourselves in your brother's old
Hudson Super-six. The engine conked out
and we coasted into this garage, or one of
this type. It was owned by a man named

--~~
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leaves we heard a voice in the bushes shout
' O my God! ' or something, and then heard
someone running away through the dark
woods. We grabbed our clothes and piled
in the car and got out of there as fast as we
could. y OU and I were so relieved to get
back home that night. We didn't dare to go
back and see Spoon again because we were
so certain the sheriff would be combing tl)e
countryside looking for the amoral young

the road rose on a hill and from the crest the
two women were suddenly looking down
on the town Claire had predicted.
"You were right!" Rae admitted. "I
was wrong, again. You ' ve got all the luck. "
. "No - you're lucky too. Weren't you
too ydung to fight in the first world war and
too o!~ fQ!" the seco!}d?" Claire laughed

continued on page 10

I

Deborah Cole MsEd

NEw A woMEN s
1

W

~3i-~RD5 BOOKSTORE
' ~ ! ! l!

i

f!slr86:
· Hampshire St · Cambridge·lv\A.·02139·(617)876·5310

.A 10 MINUTE WALK FROM THE CENTRAL SQUARE T"
10-6 Tues Wed· Fri ·Sat/ 10-9 Thurs/ 12-6 Sun
BOOKS· JOURNALS· RECORDS & TAPES
FEMINIST & MULTI-CULTURAL PRESSES
CARDS · POSTERS
NO~· S,!'XIST 1CHILDREN 'S BOOKS

~/

iaw for people

National Certified Counselor
with special interest in:
•
•
•
•

transition & loss
non traditional families
dysfunction2I & ACOA patterns & i~sues
internalized oppression

\ j
I

l,

19 South St., ",rtland, Maine

772-0990

I

j

Main St.

.•

Searsport, Maine 04974 ·

. (Law Offices located behind Jaret & Cohn)
-~ - .

548-6689 .
548-2929

0 u H

p A p I

H

The Devil's Bathtub

continued from page 9
hysterically, as if a pill she'd taken in the.
morning- one of those that unaccountably
listed Euphoria as a possible undesirable
side effect - had suddenly taken effect.
In the center of the village there was a
small, fancy bandstand surrounded by a
grassy park with oaks, benches, and a military statue. The park was surrounded by a
circle of white clapboarded buildings with
green trim. The smaller buildings were
private houses with bushes and flowerbeds
planted close to the foundations. In the
larger buildings the street-level floors were
occupied by shops, the upper stories by
apartments and club halls: The town stood
on ground that sloped in the direction of a
nearby lake which could be seen from the
park and which seemed, thanks to a trick of
perspective, to lie above the town instead
cf below it. Along the road from the town
to the lake were churches, a firehouse,
more homes, a school. Claire still remembered school resentfully, as an institution
for punishing the young for all the outrageous things they'd be doing if they weren't confined in schools.
The hardwood trees in the distance
looked like broccoli; the ones nearby like
bunches of grapes. Claire realized she was
hungry. She lived on cheese and crackers;
her idea of a hot meal was toast. Rae was
always hungry. She'd told Claire once,
"Believe me, if I ate and drank all I wanted
I'd be the world's largest land animal."
Rae, who never admitted she was hungry, said, "Let's stop at the store for a
newspaper."
Claire nodded agreeably but said, "Who
needs newspapers? It's always the same
old news. Vandals loot Rome. Hitler invades Poland. Genghis Khan devastates
Russia. Plague kills millions. Napoleon
.;heats on Josephine ... "
As they drove downhill into town Claire
remembered what she had disliked as a girl
about beautiful little towns like this. The
citizens blithely received news from the
outside world about pogroms, torture,
famine, lynchings, rape, and corruption,
then became furiously indignant if a local
couple lived together out of wedlock or the
g_irl next door bobbed her hair. Claire
hoped that with all the changes that had
taken place in the country in the last many
years, this attitude of condoning the horrible and condemning the trivial had
changed too; if not, then small towns were
still cleverly disguised pitfalls for ungodly
noncornformists with church steeples acting as deadly sharpened stakes.Rae parked near the general store, the
· front doors of which kept opening and
closing as people went in and out ceaselessly. "Everybody is ancient here," Claire
whispered, feeling like a spy. "That's why
the town looks like towns did fifty years
ago. The same people are still here. That
bandstand or gazebo or whatever it is, is in
perfect condition. I believe it's just been
painted."
Rae climbed out of the car, then helped
Claire out the other side. Once she was on
her feet Claire could proceed without assistance, though slowly.

"Everyone here is ancient," Rae agreed,
"including us."
"That's right. We are," said Claire. "I
keep forgetting. We 're both old and you 're
ugly." It was an effort for Claire to raise
herself onto the long wooden porch that
provided a step up from the pavement to
the front door of the store. She wavered
and Rae had to steady her. "Christ," Claire
said, "I almost faw down an' go boom!"
The store occupied the whole lower
floor of a wide building. A small bell shook
when Claire and Rae closed the door behind them. There was a line of people at the
register, waiting patiently and chatting.
They looked twice at the women who entered but refrained from staring. Just inside
the door, nearly blocking it,was one of
many new-looking anachronistic steel posts
which had been installed at irregular intervals between the wide, worn floorboards
and the ceiling of stamped tin, apparently
to keep the old place from collapsing. The
aisles between the shelves of merchandise
did not run straight and parallel as in modem
· groceries, but were a maze of left and right
turns, dead ends and detours necessitated
by barriers of recently-arrived, unpacked
cartons and new oversized freezers and
coolers jammed awkwardly into whatever
nooks had been large enough to accommodate them. Other obstacles to the smooth
movement of customers through the store
were the dazed teenage clerks arranging
and pricing stock on the shelves, pairs of
shoppers who had stopped to talk, the toppling of a high stack of new men' s
workpants from a counter in the clothings
section, a dolly piled head-high with boxes
of nails in the hardware section, a river of
water flowing from under a frozen food
chest, a child who had reached with her
hand through a heating grate in the floor
and couldn ' t get it out again , and_a sleeping
golden retriever.
Claire was pleased with the store. Pausing at a display of potatoes and carrots she
said pleasantly to an old man looking them
over, "Absurd, isn't it, that we, the dominant species, the rulers of the earth, still
must gnaw on roots and tubers like so many
mice and rabbits in order to survive?"
The man looked at her as if she was
something he had to remove from a sink
drain basket with bare hands. Claire looked
at him and realized he was a hundred years
old. He had no hair, not even eyelashes,and
he was as thin, hard and glossy as a candle.
"Never mind," Claire said. She turned
to look for Rae and found herself face to
face with a stout, tanned woman brightly
dressed in long shorts, knee socks, a sleeveless shirt and an enormous floppy straw
purse that looked like Rae's hat turned
over. The two women couldn't stop staring
until they'd recognized each other.
"Spoon!" said Claire.
"Spoon?" repeated Rae. '.'Can't be."
"I haven't been called that in years," the
fat lady said in a husky voice, laughing.
The hundred year old man pointed with
one of his canes. "You're the girls I saw
dancing naked at the Devil's Bathtub. I
haven't forgotten what you looked like.
You should all be ashamed. Sheriff!"

Rainbows
Let us go below the surface
beyond the skin, my love
let me show you my heart, my soul
Instead of kissing my chest
listen to the engine beating inside
feel its wholeness, reach for its wisdom and warmth
Instead of kissing my lips, stare into my eyes
enjoy the sparkle, the softness, the happiness that is there
and then trace the frozen tears of deep suffering and loss
please stop moving about
and let me quietly hold you in my arms
as the rain gently falls outside, we 'II simply ljsten
as we hold each other gently
and sense the knowledge of the heart
we' II read the message in our eyes
and hear the sensuous music of falling rain
play lightly on our ears

George Repp

The Bitter End
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What in the hell is going on?
I' m so weak, I need to be strong.
I could tell everyone ta:-eat shit and die.
Watch out for me , Do you wonder why?
I could of became someone's piece of
meat.
To change myself, Oh God what a treat.
People with authority are one of a kind.
Judges of the world really blow my mihd .
They all want something, I'll be your friend.
You're A dangerous little person, The bitter end.
I don ' t owe my life to anybody,
And I .am more than somebody.
Spinning around in some kind of fantasy.
Who in this world, Am I supposed to be?
The hostility that breathes within,
Has made me, The bitter end ,
The bitter end.
J.L.H.
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f '' If you are not personally free to be
HM

yourself in that most important of all
·human activities-the expression of
love_;,.then life . itself loses · its
meaning.''
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'continued from page 9
hysterically, as if a pill she'd taken in the
morning - one of those that unaccountably
listed Euphoria as a p.ossible undesirable
side effect - had suddenly taken effect.
In the center of the village there was a
small, fancy bandstand surrounded by a
grassy park with oaks, benches, and a military statue. The park was surrounded by a
circle of white clapboarded buildings with
green trim. The smaller buildings were
private houses with bushes and flowerbeds
planted close to the foundations . In the
larger buildings the street-level floors were
occupied by shops, the upper stories by
apartments and club halls: The town stood
on ground that sloped in the direction of a
nearby lake which could be seen from the
park and which seemed, thanks to a trick of
perspective, to lie above the town instead
cf below it. Along the road from the town
the lake ·were churches, a firehouse,
more homes, a school. Claire still remembered school resentfully, as an institution
for punishing the young for all the outrageous things they ' d:be doing if they weren' t confined in schools.
The hardwood trees in the distance
looked like broccoli; the ones nearby like
bunches of grapes. Claire realized she was
hungry. She lived on cheese and crackers;
her idea of a hot meal was toast. Rae was
always hungry. She'd told Claire once,
" Believe me, ifl ate and drank all I wanted
I'd be the world's largest land animal."
Rae, who never admitted she was hungry, said, " Let' s stop at the store for a
newspaper."
Claire nodded agreeably but said, "Who
needs newspapers? It's always the same
old news. Vandals loot Rome. Hitler invades Poland. Genghis Khan devastates
Russia. Plague kills millions. Napoleon
~ heats on Josephine .. ."
As they drove downhill into town Claire
remembered what she had disliked as a girl
about beautiful Little towns like this. The
citizens blithely received news from the
outside world about pogroms, torture,
famine, lynchings, rape, and corruption,
then became furiously indignant if a local
couple lived together out of wedlock or the
gjrl next door bobbed her hair. Claire
hoped that with all the changes that had
taken place in the country in the last many
years, this attitude of condoning the horrible and condemning the- trivial had
changed too; if not, then small towns were
still cleverly disguised pitfalls for ungodly
noncomformists with church steeples acting as deadly sharpeneclstakes.Rae parked near the general store, the
· front doors of which kept opening and
closing as people went in and out ceaselessly. "Everybody is ancient here," Claire
whispered, feeling like a spy. "That's why
the town looks like towns did fifty years
ago. The same people are still here. That
bandstand or gazebo or whatever it is, is in
perfect condition. I believe it's just been
·painted."
Rae climbed out of the car, then helped
Claire out the other side. Once she was on
her feet Claire could proceed without assistance, though slowly.
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"Everyone here is ancient," Rae agreed,
"including us."
"That's right. We are," said Claire. "I
keep forgetting. We 're both old and you' re
ugly." It was an effort for Claire to raise
herself onto the long wooden porch that
provided a step up from the pavement to
the front door of the store. She wavered
and Rae had to steady her. "Christ," Claire
said, "I almost faw down an' go boom! "
The store occupied the whole lower
floorof a wide building. A small bell shook
when Claire and Rae closed the door behind them. There was a line of people at the
register, waiting patiently and chatting.
They looked twice at the women who entered but refrained from staring.Just inside
the door, nearly blocking it,was one of
many new-looking anachronistic steel posts
which had been installed at irregular intervals between the wide, worn floorboards
and the ceiling of stamped tin, apparently
to keep the old place from collapsing. The
aisles between the shelves of merchandise
did not run straight and parallel as in modern
· groceries, but were a maze of left and right
turns, dead ends and detours necessitated
by barriers of recently-arrived , unpacked
cartons and new oversized freezers and
coolers jammed awkwardly into whatever
nooks had been large enough to accommodate them. Other obstacles to the smooth
movement of customers through the store
were the dazed teenage clerks arranging
and pricing stock on the shelves, pairs of
shoppers who had stopped to talk, the toppling of a hi gh stack of new me n 's
workpants from a counter in the clothings
section, a dolly piled head-high with boxes
of nails in the hardware section , a river of
water flowing from under a frozen food
chest, a child who had reached with her
hand through a heating grate in the floor
and couldn't get it out again, and_a sleeping
golden retriever.
Claire was pleased with the store. Pausing at a display of potatoes and carrots she
said pleasantly to an old man looking them
over, "Absurd, isn' t it, that we, the dominant species, the rulers of the earth, still
must gnaw on roots and tubers like so many
mice and rabbits in order to survive?"
The man looked at her as if she was
something he had to remove from a sink
drain basket with bare hands. Claire looked
at him and realized he was a hundred years
old. He had no hair, not even eyelashes,and
he was as thin, hard and glossy as a candle.
" Never mind," Claire said. She turned
to look for Rae and found herself face to
face with a stout, tanned woman brightly
dressed in long shorts, knee socks, a sleeveless shirt and an enormous floppy straw
purse that looked like Rae 's hat turned
over. The two women couldn ' t stop staring
until they ' d recognized each other.
"Spoon!" said Cta;re.
"Spoon?" repeated Rae. "Can't be."
"I haven't been called that in years," the
fat lady said in a husky voice, laughing.
The hundred year old man pointed with
one of his canes. "You're the girls I saw
dancing naked at the Devil' s Bathtub. I
haven't forgotten what you looked like.
You should all be ashamed. Sheriff! "

Rainbows
Let us go below the surface
beyond the skin, my love
let me show you my heart, my soul
Instead of kissing my chest
listen to the engine beating inside
feel its wholeness, reach for its wisdom and warmth
Instead of kissing my lips, stare into my eyes
enjoy the sparkle, the softness, the happiness that is there
and then trace the frozen tears pf deep suffering and loss
please stop moving about
and let me quietly hold you in my arms
as the rain gently falls outside, we 'II simply ljsten
as we hold each other gently
and sense the knowledge of the heart
we ' II read the message in our eyes
and hear the sensuous music of falling rain
·
play lightly on our ears

George Repp

The Bitter End
What in the hell is going on?
I' m so weak , I need to be strong.
I could tell everyone to eat shit and die .
Watch out for me, Do you wonder why?
I could of became someone' s piece of
meat.
To change myse lf, Oh God what a treat.
People with authority are one of a kind .
Judges of the world reall y blow my mind .
They all want something, I'll be your friend .
You ' re A dangerous little person, The bitter end.
I don 't owe my life to anybody ,
And I am more than somebody.
Spinning around in some kind of fantasy .
Who in this world, Am I supposed to be?
The hostility that breathes within,
Has made me, The bitter end ,
The bitter end.
J.L.H .
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you are not personally . free to be
yourself in that most important of all
human activities-the expression of
love-then · life . itself loses its
meaning.''
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When I Close My Eyes
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AFTER DARK AGAINST AIDS:
A SUMMERTIME
FUNDRAISING EXPERIENCE

When I close my eyes,
Will I dream of someplace that is near?
When I close my eyes,
Will I see visions of people who are sincere?

0

00
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When I close my eyes,
Will I think clearly for the rest of the day?
When I close my eyes,
Will the wish I want come true someday?
When I close my eyes,
Will I sti ll feel the pain that's inside of me?
When I close my eyes, _
Will the help I need be · avai lable constantly? .
When I close my eyes,
Wi ll darkness prevail upon my light?
When I close my eyes,
Will they open again and give me my
sight?
When I close my eyes,
Will my life pass before me at the end?
When ~I close my eyes,
Will I have the chance to thank my friends?
When my eyes are closed,
Will the ones I love and know be there?
When my eyes are closed,
Will my soul ascend without fear?
Daniel R. Lessard
008, ME
7:00p.m.
2/3/88

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date

Location

Entertainment

August S

Geno's

New Music Club/Live Bands

August 6

The Tree Cafe

R&B Dance Party Night
Live Music a nd more ...

August 19

Indoor Block Party
Tem ple Beth-El

All ages welcome; chemical free,
Dancing, refreshments

August 24

Raoul's

Mixed Nuts Comedy Troup
8:00 p.m.

August 25

Spring Point Cafe

Haven Moses/Live music

August 26

Spring Point Cafe

Live music day n' night barbecue

September 7

Moose Alley

The Gordons

~

AFTER DARK AGAINST AIDS ...
an exciting series of evenings out sponsored by Portland area nightclubs to benefit
T he AIDS Proj ect. SHOW YOU CARE/
PLAY SAFE? BE AW ARE! You can make
a difference! All proceeds will remain in
Maine and benefit The AIDS Project.
For more information about this series
of events or how you can help make a
difference in the fight against AIDS, please
caU (207) 774-6877 and ask for Jeannie
Ross or Ame Hanson at extension 77 or
write The AIDS Project, 22 Monument
Square, 5th Floor, Portland, Maine 04101.

CNt AlWAYS7.NIGHlSAW~~K
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ROLFING·
•
•
•
•

Improve posture and balance
Relieve chronic muscle aches and tension
Achieve greater flexibility
Have more energy and increased well-being
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L'=========GLORJ.4. S. k.HELLMAN
MA I N E HOM E SEA R C /1, 1/\'C.

NOEL CLARK • Certified Rolfer
207/582-4580

BUYING?SELLING?DREAMING?
Person to Person Real Estate Visits to Your
Home Anywhere in Maine to Discuss
Your Real Estate Needi,,
·

CataloiSl .50

P.O . Box·365,West-Rockport.Malne 04865
207-594-0694

W lldc:rafted and organically grown herbal remedies. ~erbwalks,
slldnlio-. workshope and flow~ Euence ConsdtatloM.

- Comejoin us at

PAPA JOE'S
207-623-4041

HIV.ANTIBODY
. COUNSELING & TESTING· .

· Voluntary- Anonymous - Low Cost
Th~ AID.S Projed, <lf:fers:trained counselors to answer your questions
• . and address yo1:fr:concerns about possible infection with the Human
_ Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) . To schedule a counseling session call: •
77~77 daily between 9-12; 1-i5 Monday & Wednesday eves between
6-9 p.m. Saturday from 10-1. Note: Counseling & testing is by appoint. m~nt only. ·

80 Water-Street
Augusta, Maine
We have no strangers. . onlyfriery.ds
you haven't met

TlJESDAY-SATURDAY: 7-1

SHARE YOUR TALENTS.
DEVELOP NEW ONES.
Our Paper needs graphic artists, layout people, photographers,
writers and distribution people. Find out what's involved. Write t'o
Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Maine 04104, or come to a
7 pm Tuesday night meeting at 9 Deering Street (rear) in Portland.
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Sea Park: Scattered over three acres, is
six fully equipped one bedroom apartments
with private sea view patios overlooking a
white beach just south of Frederiksted, St.
Croix. We cater to gay men and women: a
quiet hideaway with pool, tennis. For
information (809) 772-4219:

Bi, W/M, 35, Greek passive, clean,
healthy, taH , trim, smooth body. Seeks
muscular, masculine, very well-endowed,
virgile, Greek active, French versatile, 45
or older who takes what he wants. Write to
Advertiser 106, Our Paper, POB 10744,
Portland ME 04104.

For couples who wish to enhance their
relationship and work on issues of codependency, communication, intimacy & sex,
trust & monogamy, money and others.
Group will meet in Portland starting week
of 9/11 . Individual couples counseling
al so available. For more information, call
725-8705 .

DGM, 27, weekend father. Chronic
workaholic , frustrated Yuppie. Social
drinker, nonsmoker. Not into drugs. Likes
meeting new people, dancing, a wide range
of music. Avid reader and enjoys secondhand bookstores, antique and "junk" shops,
biking, being outdoors and exploring the
coast of Maine and islands. Would like to
learn to play tennis. Would. like to meet
other divorced gay men iii Portland area.
Write Advertiser 109, Our Paper, POB
10744, Portland ME 04104. (Ag-R)

GWF. I' m sexy, real femme , looking
for my soul-mate. Are you shy, attractive
and feminine? Do you enjoy music, the
coast, quiet evenings, affection? Age no
barrier. Please no butch gals. Sorry. Nonsmoker preferred. Phone number gets
immediate response. Augusta area (1-TAg) Write to Advertiser 112, Our Paper,
PO Box 10744, Portland ME 04104.
Hairy Men! National adlists for bears
and smooth or hair trappers! If you love
fur. this is the list! Information ? Send
$3.00 to: MAN-HAIR, 59 West. 10th _St.,
NY. NY 10011.
Housemate wanted to share private
home in beautiful wooded area. Large
bedroom, 30 min. to Portland. Must be
responsible with stable income. Sincere,
light-minded and chem-free preferred.
References requir~d. $225+. 642-4623 (2Ag-P)
Bodybuilder-wanted. Gay man, trauma
survivor, needs to be held close, massaged
gently by a big muscular man and that's all.
(I-AG). Write to B.ox 566, Yarmouth ME
04096.

GWM, 26, seeks travel con;ipanion(s)_
for 15-day trip to Great Britain in late
Sept.-early Oct. Any interested persons, or
people with helpful travel information,
please write to Advertiser l 05, Our Paper,
POB 10744, Portland ME 04104. (l-ag-p)

GREAT.EXspecTATIONS!
Rewarded. The next time
you spec copy for typesetting. specify The Type
Room - complete phototypesetting and proofreading services at reasonable
rates.

R

My Ideal
·You are an outdoorsman. Like to camp
out, build fires , swim naked, make love,
sleep close. You are younger (24-39), loving, needing older. You are virile, Greek
act~ve only. You are experienced, like lots
of it, are good at it, can't get enough of it.
You dream of being two men together in a
love that is a household and a best friendship. You are a non-smoker (dope is o.k. )
and you are r~al , not a phony. No games.
No mindfucks. You know who you are,
what you want, who you need, what you
have to give and what you want back.
Maybe you are a loner or shy, but you are
intense in your feelings and lusty in your
desires. You need it all the time. Need to
lead. To be on top. Need to be inside. Need
a man to yield to you.
I am all man . Tall. Goodlooking. Hairy.
Healthy. Fit. Free. Experienced in love. I
am your other half. I am free and willing to
relocate, to come to you.
If you really have the courage to go for
it, to stand up and say I want it and if you
truly know you have to give someone in
return, well, take a hsot. Write at length.
Send a photo. I am real. I am lusty. I am
needing and searching for you too!
Please respond to Advertiser #81, c/o
Our Paper, POB 10744, Portland ME04l04.

GWF artist, 57, seeks GF friends _and
reasonably-priced place for coast vacation.
Prefer first floor room, private bath, cooking facilities but will consider other accommodations (1-ag-p). Write to Advertiser 111, Our Paper, POB 10744, Portland
ME04104.

Seacoast N.H. professional GWF seeks
same in southern coastal Maine to Portland
to share: going to the beach, hiking, dining
out, movies, dancing, weekend excursions.
Prefer someone feminine, 35-45. I'm athletic-looking in good physical shape, enjoy
many interests, a casual type of person ( 1ag-p ). Write to Advertiser 107, Our Paper,
POB 10744, Portland ME 04104.

A

.'

Desperately seeking typewriter.
Manual (the kind without a cord) Any
age, as long as it works ok and reasonably priced. (I-Ag) Call 774-7360 Steve. ·

Fun loving attractive Bi Female 40
non smoker has open marriage with
mature considerate gentle male seeking
female for friendship scenic drives
boating cookouts SPA wine fireside conversation and overnight visits. she should
be comforatble in male presence.
P.O. Box 574 Bar Harbor, ME 04609
(I-Ag)

NW Le:i1f 1'ooks
· · 438 Main St., Rockland, ME 04841 207/596-0040
· ·
Sp,ci,,lizing in boob by aiul about IOOfflffl, ~~ lus/Jh ca~ 11,ul spirihudity.
5« our ~ltditn1 of gay aiul ksbllln fiction aiui ,um-frdum.

Downeast Maine - for rent: small cottage on working farm producing mohair
and wool. Beautiful, remote, unspoiled
Cobscook Bay. $250/week; $40/day (2Ag-P). Write to Advertiser 110, Our Paper,
POB 10744, Portland ME 04104.
Catching you interest with an ad is
not easy but meeting an attractive, slim,
romantic, sincere woman is more
difficult. GWF 30's feminine, affectionate, adventurous seeks smae to explore
common interest, build friendship and
perhaps nurture a relationship. (I-Ag)
Write to advertiser 113 Our Paper P.O.
Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104
Making Gay Music.
Accomplished, gay male singer, new to
Portland, wishes to form "Gay" music
group. Into Peter Allen, Kenny Rankin,
Stevie Wonder, Carole Bayer Sager, Michael Callen, etc.
. _Lqok.ing for other interested gay music;ians wishing to put their musical talents
on the gay map. Pianist, bass guitar, etc.
Call Tim at (207) 774-2142, leave a message.
Are you in the market for a condo?
Let's start a gay/lesbian condominium village in South Portland. Two-bedroom unit
for sale, $87,500. Call 871-1014.
Lesbian wanted to share home with 3
women of varied interests and backgrounds.
Two are leaving for several months. We're
looking for a compatible nonsmoker, over
25 (we're early 30s)-for beautiful, homey
and large Portland east end apartment.
Inexpensive. Short or long term. 72-6953
(l-Ag-P).

.....-------------------------------~

ECOLOGYBOUSE
Gifts of Environ.mental Crmscious_ness
49 Exchange SL, Portland, ME 04112

Hours: Mon.-Sat.
10 am til S pm·

- 1

Karate for women: Classes taught in
Augusta. Develop fitness, strength, and
mental discipline from the study of martial
iu1s. Instructor holds a fourth degree black
belt in Vechi-Ryu karate. For more information, contact Deborah Curtis, RFD l ,
Box 770, Augusta ME 04330; 622-4217.

The rate for classifieds is $4 for 30
words, 10¢ sign for each additional word.
For personals add $2 for handling. A\l ads
must be prepaid. Mail ads to Our Paper,
PO Box· 10744, Portland, ME 04104. We
ask that you not use sexually explicit language m your personals. Responses to
personals will not be opened by Our Paper
and will be forwarded to you twice monthly.

(207) 775-1281

883-6934 24-HOUR INFORMATION ON
EVENTS, GROUP MEETINGS, AND PERSONALS FOR GAY ME~ AND LESBIANS
IN SOUTHWESTERN MAINE. ALL LISTINGS ARE FREE.
13

.0 u
-,

R.

p A p (

R

.

..

:,;c .

.,.

ANNOUN~\\i\,NT~
'-,'!.~~:;{~

Portlanders Plan
Film Fest
Lesbian/Gay International Film Festival: A group of people are meeting to plan
a film festival in Portland (possibly elsewhere as well). If you are interested,join us
at our next meeting. August 24, Thursday,
7 p.m. For information call 780-4229
(leave message).

The Rape Crisis Center is offering 2
co-facilitated educational/support groups
for Survivors of Rape and Inces~. Groups
will begin ip early August, and both are
free and confidential. Child Care is also
available.
For more information please call the
Rape Crisis Center Hotline at 774-3613
or write.

Stonewall Climbers, a new worldwide
organization for rock climbers, has formed
and already boasts over · one hundred
members, including several from Maine.
Mark Mueller, a contact for the group,
encourages interested gay, lesbian, bisex-

.

Portsmouth
Dazzler

Coming Out
Booklet Available

Portsmouth Dazzler, a summer celebration of New England musical talent,
will be presented by Seacoast Gay Men on
-Saturday evening, August 12, 1989 at7:30
p.m. The unique program featuring professional and new talent on piano, organ and
other, will take place at the South Unitarian-Universalist Church, 292 State St. in
historic downtown Portsmouth, N .H. Classical, popular, folk, world premieres, favorites. There is no charge for admission,
donations will be accepted.
The South Unitarian-Universalist
church was built in 1824 and is listed on.the
National RegisterofHistoric Buildings. In
1953, the organ from the National Cathedral in Washington was installed with
complete restoration of the church completed in 1987. The church is easily reached
from Interstate 95 at exit 7.
Additional information is available by
telephone at (603) 898-1115.

"Coming Out to Your Parents" is a 16page booklet published for lesbians and
gay men who are coming out to their parents. The booklet, published by Philadelphia Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays (Parents FLAG) identifies six states
most parents go through when they learn of
their child's gay sexual orientation. For a
free single copy send a self-addressed, 45cents stamped business envelope to Parents FLAG, PO Box 15711, Philadelphia,
PA 19103. (Address the envelope as you
wish; no additional marks will be added.)
Additional copies are 25-cents each; $20
per 100 includes postage.

ual and straight climbers to contact him for
more information. Mueller's daytime
phone number is (617) 288-6044 or (617)
288-6419 in the evenings. To be added to
Stonewall Climber's mailing list, write to
PO Box 445, Boston MA 02124.

PW A Coalition of Maine Movies and
Food Night. Open to PW As and friends. 7
p.m. PW A Coalition of Maine, 377 Cumberland Ave., Portland ME- 04101. For
more information call 773-8500.

.

FRIDAY, AUG. 4
COURAGE '89 The First Round Up
sponsored by Lesbians and Gay Men in
AA
will be held the weekend of August 4, 5
and 6
~
Place: St. Peter' s Parish Centre, Maple
St., Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
Contact Leonard McP, 469-41 18
Registration: $12 before July 1st; $15
after July I st

SATURDAY,AUG. 5
AFTER DARK AGAINST AIDS ...
an exciting series of evenings out sponsored by Portland area nightclubs to benefit
The AIDS Project. SHOW YOU CARE/
PLAY SAFE? BE AW ARE! You can
make a difference! All proceeds will remain
in Maine and benefit The AIDS Project.
For more information about this series
of events or how you can help make a
difference in the fight against AIDS, please
call (207) 774-6877 or write The AIDS
Project, 22 Monument Square, 5th floor,
Portland ME 0410 I.

New Chairs To Take Over AIDS
Advisory Committee
Augusta - Human Services Commissioner Rollin Ives said today two
members of the department's AIDS
Advisory Committee will take over
direction of the panel.
, Robin Lambert, a leading advocate of
the gay community and a longtime AIDS
activist in Portland, is the new chairperson and Patrrick R. O'Brien, a Bangor
substance abuse counselor, is the vice
chair. Both were appointed to the
committee by Governor John R. McKernan in May.
"The appointment of Robin and Pat to
leadership positions on the committee is
a recognition of the affect the AIDS virus
has on these two communities, and
emphasizes the valuable insight they can
provide this group, and this state, in
developing a comprehensive AIDS
strategy," said Ives.
The apvisory committee works with
the department~s Office on AIDS and
recommends policy and services.
Lambert is vice President of human
resources for Bicknell Photo Service, in
Scarborough. O'Brien is vice president
and chief operating officer for Affiliated
Chemical Dependancy Services, a
healthcare consulting, training and
management group.
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THURSDAY, AUG. 3

August 5: WOMLAND monthly meeting, open to all women. In Surry starting at
I :30. For directions/more information send
SASE to POB 55, Troy 04987 or call 4452863/924-5 J72.
August l 9: Full ,moon gathering and
energy healing cirdei 6 p.m. Surry, womenonl y and chemical free. Camping and
waterfront access. SASE to Chris of Coven tree, Troy 04987 for directions/info.

·WEDNESDAY.AUG. 9
PW A Coalition of Maine Speakers
Night. Jeff Huyett, RN from Fenway
Community Health Center, Boston, will
talk about Peptide T. Potluck at 6 p.m.
Speakerat7 p.m. PWA Coalition of Maine,
377 Cumberland Ave., Portland ME 0410 I .
For more information call 773-8500.

SATURDAY,AUG~ 19
Saturday - August 19 at 6:30 p.m. Pot
luck at Tim ' s in Tuftonboro, N.H. Details
in next month ' s newslette_r.

Mass Needs
Buddies
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services
is now accepting applications for the next
Buddy Training Program to be held in
September, 1989. We need volunteers
who would like to provide ongoing emotional support to a person with AIDS. The
training involves two consecutive week;
ends. We are also iii need of mental health
professionals or clergy who are willing to
volunteer time to support the Buddy Program. For further information call or write
the M.A.S.S. office, PO Box 57, Brunswick ME 04011, 725-4955.

SUNDAYS
Dignity, Maine (Gay/Lesbian Catholics and their friends) meets every Sunday at First Parish Church, 425 Congress
St., Portland. Door opens at 5:30, worship
at 6:00 p.m. followed by social. Please use
rear entrance.
Northern Lambda Nord - last Sunday of the month - business meeting, I p.m.
followed by potluck.
Maine Lesbian/Gay/Political Alliance
(MLGPA) - every third Sunday of the
month. Meetings rotated throughout the
state. See Calendar li sting for location and
time.
Gays in Sobriety, AA. 6:30-8 p.m.
speakers meeting, Williston West Church,
32 Thomas St., Portland.
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous
- every Sunday. Discussion meeting at 4
p.m., Unitarian Church, Main St., Bangor.
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian//Straight
Coalition (BAGLSC) meets the first
Sunday and third Thursday of every month
at 87 Sunset Strip in Brewer at 7 p.m.
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance
- for discussion, support and planning every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. in Hirasawa
Loung~. Chase Hall. !3ates Collegei Lewiston.
MONDAYS
Seacoast Gay Men - Mondays at 7
p.m. (except first Monday potluck party ,,
held elsewhere). Unitarian-Universali st
Church, 292 State St., Portsmouth, NH.
Seacoast Gay Men , PO Box 1394,
Portsmouth, NH 03801-1394. Call Al (603)
898-1115.
~

Greater Bangor NOW, fourth Monday of every month , 7-9 p.m. Call 9893306 for info.
Feminist Spiritual Community . every Monday at 7 p.m. Friends Meeting
House, Forest Ave., Portland, 773-2294
(come early).
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)
. - open discussion with focu s on gay/lesbian issues, 7:00-9p.m. Williston/
.West Church

Our Paper staff meeting-every Tuesday, 7 p.m., 9 Deering St., Portland. 7732_294. New member always welcome.

Belfast Area AIDS Support Group For PW A's friends, family, and caregivers.
Call 338-3736. (Family Planning MondayThursday) .
TUESDAYS
Gays in Sobriety, AA, 6-7 p.m. , beginning meeting, First Parish UU Church, 425
Congress St., Portland 7:30-9 p.m. Speaker/
discussion meeting.
Families of Gays Support Group second Tuesday of each month, 7:30 p.m.
For more information call Ingraham Volunteers, 774-HELP.
Bowdoin College Gay-LesbianStraight Alliance, 7:30 p.m. , ChaseBam
Chamber,Bowdoin College, Brunswick.
College Lesbian Womyn's Rap
Group. 6:30 to 8 p.m., 92 Bedford St.
Portland (USM campus). Bisexuals welcome. Call 780-4085 for more information.
Down East AIDS Network
Every Tues., 7 p.m. support group in
Ellsworth. Led by clinical social worker
Carole Pascal, the group is open to all
people affected o y AIDS . Call 326-8580
for location.
't.
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Lesbian ,.\.COA (Adult Children of
Alcoholics) Support Group will meet
every Tuesday from 7 to 8:3.0 p.m. at the
Unitarian Universalist Church, Annex 2nd
floor, 15 Pleasant St., Brunswick, ME. Nonsmoking; all women welcome.

Bob Damron
(1928-1989)
Bob Damron, creator of the original
gay travel guide bearing his name, passed
away June 20, 1989. Although famous for
the creation of the Bob Damron ' s Address
Book, his primary occupation was owning
some of the most popular bars in the sixties
and seventies. Bob Damron started with
the Red Raven in the late fifties in Los
Angeles before relocating to San Francisco
where he opened The Hideaway. He went
on to create The Rendezvous, Febe's, Alley Cat, P.S., The Church Street Station,
Casa de Cristal, Jackson's and Alfies. The
last bar that Damron opened was The San
Francisco Eagle, which remains an institution in the city. After selling his gay guide
business in 1987, he retired to Los Angeles
and settled back in the family home with
his brother Norrie Damron, where he died
of complications from AIDS.

An invitation from David - anyone interested in sailing with him in a 26-foot
racing sloop in the Bar Harbor area, call
_him weekday evenings at (207) 623-4937,
weekends at (207) 422-3000, or write RFD ·
Box 292, Hallowell ME 04347.

FRIDAYS

WEDNESDAYS
Colby College Bisexual, Lesbian and
Gay Community, 7:30 p.m. Mary Low
Coffeehouse, Colby College, Waterville.
Gays and Lesbians United potluck
supper meets the last Wednesday of each
month at the Sanford Unitarian Church on
the comer of Lebanon St. (Route 202) and
Main St. (Route 109) in Sanford, Me. All
welcome. Call 439-5540 or 490-1295 for
details.
College Gay Men's and Lesbian
Womyn' s Rap Group, 7:00-9:00 p.IJ1. at
92 Bedford St., Portland (USM campus).
.Bisexuals welcome. Call 780-4085 for more
information.

Free To Be Group of AA - meets
Fridays at 7:30 p.m., Jewett Hall, UMA,
Room 114.
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every
Friday, 8-9:30 p.m. - Gays Together in
Sobriety (open discussion), Christ Episcopal Church , 80 Lafayette Rd.,
Portsmouth,NH.
OUTRIGHT - Portland Alliance of
Lesbian and Gay Youth (22 years old and
younger), 7:30 p.m. Preble St. Chapel, 331
Cumberland Ave., Portland.

SATURDAYS

THURSDAYS
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SUBSCRIBE!
Twelve issues for twelve dollars.
You can receive Our Paper every month by mail. Our distribution
elves will whisk your copy off to you in a plain envelope.
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State/Zip

Assembleges by Lori Austill through
August 20th at The West Side Restaurant,
58 Pine St., Portland, 773-8223.

I

Subscribe ... and help keep Our Paper strong.

Town

"Feel in ' Good"
Saturday Sept. 30, 1989, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30p.m.
Feeling good/community spirit
AIDS/women's health
Sexuality
Coming out
Admission: $7.00, refreshments available
Sponsored by Monadnock Area
Womyn, 357-5757
. Keene Baptist Church, 105 Maple Ave.,
Keene, NH 03431
(603) 357-5757
for "Lesbians Only"

.

Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight
Coalition (BAGLSC) dances meet first
and third Saturdays of - ach month from
8:00-1:00 at the old Bangor Community
College Student Union .

Down East AIDS Network holds a Healing Circle for all people affected by AIDS.
Call 326-8580 for info & location.
2nd and 4th Thurs., 7-8:30 p.m.

!!
Equality Day Festival
Sponsored by Maine National Organization for Women
Feminist Performers
Song ... Dance ... Comedy
The afternoon of Saturday - August 26,
1989
at Southern Maine Vocational Technical Institute, South Portland, Tickets:
$10.00
Proceeds to benefit Maine N':O.W. &
Maine N.O.W./P.A.C.

Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous
- every Thursday, discussion meeting at
7:30 p.m. Unitarian Church, Main St.,
Bangor.
Wilde-Stein Club- Thursday evening
6-9 p.m. Sutton Lounge, Memorial Union,
UMO.
Women'sSupportGroupforWomen
with AIDS, ARC, or Who Are HIVPositive, every Thursday at The AIDS
Project, 10:30 a.m: to 12:00 noon at 22
Monument Square, 5th floor, Portland, ME.
For further information, or if you need day
care, please call Diane or Toby at 7746877 .
Gays in Sobriety,AA, 8-9 p.m. big
book/step meeting. Williston West Church,
32 Thomas St., Portland.
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA)
- step meeting with focus on gay/lesbian i ssuts, 5:30-7 p.m., MERCY HOSPITAL144State
Portland.

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays~ fourth Tuesday of the month, 7:30
p.m. First Parish Pilgrim House, 9 Cleaveland St.; Brunswick. Call 725-4769 for
information.
Greater Portland NOW - fourth
Tuesday of the month, YWCA, 87 Spring
St., Portland, 7:30 p.m.
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The AIDS Project
22 Monument Square, 5th floor
Portlan?, ME 04101

AIDS Line
775-1267 and 1-800-851-AIDS
Daily 9am-5pm
Mon. & Wed. 6-9pm, Sat. IOam-lpm

AIDS Action of Central Maine
PO Box 3113, Lewiston, ME 04240
AIDS Hotline 782-6113

ACOA - Phoenix Rising - Gay/
Lesbian - Monday 7p.m. at Williston/
West Church - All Welcome -

Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight
Coalition (BAGLSC)
c/o 87 Sunset Strip, Brewer, ME 04412

Bath Men's Group meets weekly for fun ,
fellowship, and great food : For more info,
dial 443-121 I. All welcome.

DELGO
Unitarian Church
126 Union St., Bangor,ME 04401
942-6503

Lesbian/Gar Committee, Maine chapter National Assoc. of Social Workers, PO
Box 5112, Station A, Portland ME 04 IO I

Feminist Spiritual Community
9 Deering St., PO Box 3771, Portland, ME
04104
773-2294

Maine Connection
PO Box 5245, Station A, Portland, ME
04102

Gay/Lesbian Alcholics Anonymous
c/o First Parish Unitarian Church
425 Congress St.
Portland, ME 04101
Gay/Lesbian Alliance
92 Bedford St., Portland,ME 04102
780-4085
Gay/Lesbian Contra Dancers
69 Mountain View Ave. , Bangor, ME 04401
947-2329

Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Grou_p
. 780-4085 or 772-4741, Portland

Harbor Masters Inc.
PO box 4044, Portland, ME 04101

Mountain Valley Men (MVM), Box
36, Center Conway, NH 03813, (207) 9251034 - Paul.
Maine Bi-sexual Peoples Network. Call
the Gay/Lesbian Alliance at 780-4085 to
leave a message.

Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
PO Box 232, Hallowell , ME 04347

Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services
PO Box 57, Brunswick,ME 04011-0057
883-5016 or 725-8541

New Hampshire Citizens Alliance for
Gay and Lesbian Rights
PO Box 756, Contoocook, NH 03329
(603) 228-9009

New Brunswick Coalition f~r Human
Rights Reform
PB Box 1556, Station A, Fredericton NB
E3B5G2
'
Northern Lamda Nord
PO Box 990, Caribou, ME 04736
Gay/Lesbian Phoneline, 498-2088
Our Paper
PO Box 10744
Portland, ME 04104
Portland Pride
, PO Box 681, Scarborough, ME 04074
PW A Coalition of Maine
377 Cumberland Ave .
Portland ME 0410 I
773-8500

USM Women's Forum
University of Southern Maine
92 Bedford St. , Portland, ME 04103
Wilde-Stein Club
Memorial Union .
University of Maine-Orono, Orono. ME
04469

MAINE COMMUNITY NETWORK
AIDS Support Group , Mondays ·at
- 6:30. Call Alan at 548-2929 for information.
,The group provides education in the
schools, businesses and the community as
a whole, and_offers support to people who
are affected by AIDS. For more information contact Nan Stone, 338-5559.
The Androscoggin Valley AIDS Coa_lition (AV AC) is a not-for-profit organization with the following goals: to provide
community education about AIDS/HIV;
to coordinate and support community-based
services to people living with AIDS/HIV,
their families and significant others; to
assess AIDS needs in our communities and
present a unified front on AIDS needs
issues; and to provide a forum for the exchange of support, professional skills and
technical resources. We have been meeting regularly at the Tri-County Chapter of
the Red Cross in Auburn since late 1988,
and welcome all interested parties to attend
= our meetings. For information please write
AV AC, POB 7977, Lewiston ME 04240
or call 795-4357.
'
The Belfast Area AIDS Support Group
is for PW A's, friends , family and caregivers. Call 338-3736 (Family Planning,
M-Th) or Alan, 548-2929 evenings or
weekends.
The Colby College Bisexual Lesbian
Gay Community
c/o The Student Activities Office, Colby
College, Waterville, ME 04901.
Meetings, Wednesday nights at 8:30 in
the Mary Low Coffeehouse.
Informational Phoneline 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of every month (873-3536).
For more information write or contact Mark
at 877-9194 or Al at 872-3000.
Integrity meets the first Friday of each
..-..!)1onth. This month we will meet at 7 p.m.
at St. Matthew's Church, Hallowell.
Integrity, St. Matthew's Church, 18
Union St.,Hallowell ME 04347 is a group
of lesbian and gay Episcopalians and their
~riends. It is a famil y within the church, a
place to find close community and support.
It offers an opportunity to find growth ,
education and prayer. For more information, call 623-3041 or 845-2985.

Gay AA Meeting (speaker-discussion),
Saturday nights , 8-9 p.m. Beacon Club
(old Mitchell School B/D). 36 High St., ·
Bath, ME 04530. Phone# for information:
443-4288. /
Dignity/Maine, PO Box. 8113,
Portland, ME 04104. Dignity/Maine is an
organization of gay and lesbian Catholics
and their friends , organized to reinforce our
~elf-acceptance and sense of dignity as
people of God, to develop leadership and
to be an instrument through which gay and
lesbian Catholics may be heard by the
church and society.
The Down East AIDS Network
(DEAN) is a community-based, grassroots
organization. We provide community
education and support services for those
affected by AIDS . DEAN is a gay positive
organization . Call DEAN: 326-8580. ·
Support group for HIV(+) , family, friends
and those at risk every Tuesday 7-8:30
p.m ..Ellsworth. Call Tracy at 326-8580 for
information.
Down East AIDS Network, Box 779,
Blue Hill, ME 04614
Eastern Maine AIDS- Network
(EMAN) provides case management services to HIV infected people and their families in Penobscot, Piscataquis, Hancock,
Washington and Aroostook counties.
Support groups meet every Thursday evening in Bangor. In addition, EMAN staff
are available to provide educational presentations within the same five county area.
Call: 990-EMAN or write EMAN, POB
2038, Bangor ME 0440 I.
GBNOW's purpose is to take action to
bring women into full participation in
society now, exercising all the privileges
and respnosibilities thereof, in all aspects
of citizenship, public service, employment,
education and family life.
The CCBLGC serves the memb~es of
the Colby and Waterville community as
both a social and political medium . Promoting community, awareness, and knowledge, the CCBLGC maintains a safe and
comfortable atmosphere for bisexuals,
lesbians, and gays.

Greater Bangor NOW will meet the
fourth Tuesday of every month , at 7 p.m ..
Amy's apartment in Augusta Hall , Bangor
Community College campus. For meeting
info, Amy #581-6075/6077.
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays (P/FLAG)_Box 2080 Great Island,
Brunswick 04011, 725-4769
This support group attempts to help ,
parents, relatives and friends change attitudes and create understanding so that our
gay/lesbian family members can live with
dignity and respect. Meets fourth Tuesday,
7:30 p.m. at First Parish Church in Brunswick.
Maine Bisexual People's Network,
PO Box 1792, Portland, ME 04104. Phone:
780-4085. The purpose of the Maine Bisexual People's Network is to affirm in
ourselves and others the positive nature of
bisexuality and to work toward greater
acceptance in the bisexual, gay, lesbian,
and straight communities.
The Maine Health Foundation is a
nonprofit, tax-exempt organization that
offers both direct and indirect financial
support for People with AIDS in Maine.
Our other concerns are the special health
issues facing Maine 's gay and lesbian
communities, including gay youth. .
For information, please write to: The
Maine Health Foundation, Inc. , PO Box
7329 DTS, Portland, ME 04112.
Mountain Valley Men (MVM) is a
social group for gay men from Western
Maine and Eastern New Hampshire. We
meet at each other's homes for Pot Luck
and plan activities as the members desire.
Our address is Box 36, Center Conway,
NH 03813, and you·can call Paul at (207)
925-1034 for information.
Waldo County AIDS Education Committee, PO Box 772 Belfast, ME 04915.
Provides ed ucation in the schools, businesses, and the community as a whole. For
' more information contact Nan Stone, 3385559.

Are you gay and under 22 years old?
OUTRIGHT, Portland Alliance of Gay
and Lesbian Youth, P.O. Box 5028. Station A, Portland, Maine 0410 I. For more
informatiun, call Ingraham Volunteers.
Dial-INFO: 774-HELP (a 24-hourhotline)
or if you· re 18 and under. you can also call
Dial-KIDS : 774-TALK. Call now for more
information concerning support, spec ial
. events and fun!
The Greater Portland Chapter of the
National Organization for Women is an
action-oriented group. Our primary goals
are threefold: I) to foster Equal Rights for
women; 2) to insure unrestricted choice
around reproductive rights; and 3) to sup. port Lesbian and Gay rights.
We have speakers and events for the
public on the fourth Tuesday of every
month, at the YWCA, 87 Spring St.. 7:30
p.m. For more information, call Perry
Krasow or his answering machine at 8790877.
Seacoast Gay Men (SGM, Inc.) is a
social group for gay men . We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.in. - holiday Mondays
excepted. The first Monday of the month is
a potluck supper. Remaining Mondays are"
given to a wide variety of presentations,
discussions, films, etc.
Our address is : PO Box 1394,
Portsmouth, NH 03801-1394. Contact persons are: Al, 603-898-1115 ; Paul, 207-4396850.
Transupport, PO Box 17622, Portland,
ME 04101. Contact person is Diana. Transupport is a non-profit, non-sexual, social
and educational peer support group for
Transsexuals, cross-dressers, and their
families and friends who desire a better
understanding of gender-related issues.'
Meetings are held bi-monthly, on Sundays at 6:00 p.m., write for location and
more information .
WOMLAND (Womn owning Maine
Land) Trust, Inc., PO Box 55 , Troy, ME
04987
WOMLAND Trust is a non-profit
organization whose purpose is to acquire
land throughout the state to protect it for
use by current and future generations of
womn and children. Meetings second
Sunday every month , location varies.

